About the exhibition “FAUNA. Animals at War and Their People” — in brief:
Temporary Exhibition beendet 28.12.2025

The exhibition deals with various aspects: ethical (norms for the use of animals), ecological (human
impact on the ecosystem), historical (look at the war through the subject), and aesthetic (everyday life
objects are accompanied by works of art).

We can see pictures that bring us joy but also those from which we instinctively look away.

What is more, we notice people suffering from separation from animals as well as those who kill them
for pure pleasure. We manage to spot both animals treated as friends and those subjected to chemical
or biological weapon testing.

But what particularly captures our attention are the contradictions embodied in the same objects and
individuals. We observe people kind to fellow humans who torment animals. We also witness animal
lovers who ruthlessly kill their own kind.

Reality resembles a “war of all against all.” One manifestation of this conflict is how humans perceive
animals. They have often been treated as mindless beings, incapable of feeling — as if they lacked the
most important body part - the head.

The head is considered a universal symbol. As the seat of thought and emotion, it has represented
wisdom, power, agency, and individuality. The head is also a part of the body shared by both humans
and animals. It is something that connects these beings and at the same time separates them.

The central motif of the exhibition’s narrative is precisely the head. It is represented primarily by
spatial objects: sculptures by Beksinski and Szybalsky, plaster models by Sasin, and the preserved
head of the bull Geeltje’s Adema.

The contemplative — and somewhat theatrical — space which is housing the sculptures by Szybalsky
and Beksinski, forms the starting point for deeper exploration of the human-animal relationship.
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Think it through and consider whether, in speaking about animals, the exhibition is also speaking
about you. If so, what does it has to say?

Curators | Marek Zambrzycki, Monika Krzencessa

Scenography | Biuro Kreacja: Dorota Terlecka, Anna Sabata-Bykowska

Graphic design | Studio Kmicic: Katarzyna Cichosz & Hanna Kmie¢

Historical consultation | Prof. Rafal Wnuk, PhD; Janusz Marszalec, PhD

Audio guide | Movietech & Krystyna Czubdéwna

Honorary Patronage | Minister of Climate and Environment

Media Partners | Dzieje.pl, Miesigcznik Dzikie Zycie, MuzeOn, Radio Gdansk

Social Partner | Fundacja Rozwoju Warszawskiego Ogrodu Zoologicznego ,,PANDA”



